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What a gorgeous combination! But what can you do if it pairs two varieties whose names you've lost? For what we do right 
now to make more of this good thing, see pages 6 and 7. 
 

Daffy new colors from seedlings and sports 

 
Can daffodils change colors from year to year? - J.S. - 
 

 

They can be brighter or paler in color depending on what the temperature and nutrient levels 
are at the time the flowers form. 
 
Any change that was more radical, such as a bicolor daff appearing where all had been solid 
gold, would be the result of a new seedling or a sport. 
 
You might have seedling plants if you do not deadhead the daffodil flowers but allow them to 
develop and ripen seeds. If those seeds germinate they would be leaf-only plants for several 
years. Then, although most would bloom the same color as their parent plants, a few might be 
different. 
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A sport is a mutation. When one bulb becomes a multi-bulb cluster, a mutant daughter bulb 
might produce a flower that differs from the rest. 

 
Left: A planting of daffodils might eventually include 

some seedlings if you don't deadhead the flowers but 

allow seed pods to form and ripen. That takes time. The 

seed pod (on the far right in this group) still needs 
weeks to become ripe brown. 

 

 
 
 

Liatris waits for water 

 
Hello Janet. I'm a little worried that everything 
is up and growing but my liatris hasn't shown 
itself yet. - R. - 

 
 
Give it time. It's still early. Some plants 
simply don't resume growth until days 
reach a certain length, or until chemicals 
wear off that built up in the cells during 
fall. Gayfeather (Liatris spicata), a native of 
moist meadows, may be waiting for a 
soaking rain. I checked on mine after you 
asked about yours, and found it like you 
see here, just beginning to grow. 
 
Yet Liatris can be a no-show in spring 
when it fell prey to voles during winter. 
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These rodents, also known as meadow mice, feast on the rich crown like we might eat a potato. 
Even then, a few small pieces may remain and, given good growing conditions, can build up a 
new colony. 
 
Previous page: Liatris spicata, the most commonly grown gayfeather, loves moisture. In winter it rests as a rootless, stalkless 

nubbin. The white roots you see here have grown from the energy produced in just a few days or a week, since the green shoots 

appeared. 

 

Below: Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) is a native plant of wet woods that blooms yellow in early spring. This year, when most 

other plants were fooled into premature development by early warm weather, spicebush stuck to its regular schedule. Probably 
it waited for a cue related to daylength or soil moisture, rather than accumulated heat. 

 
 

We humans have the capacity to sense more than we know, but only when 

we're removed from the world's distractions.  A garden does that.  
- Karen Schmidt - 

 
 

Wide roots are better than deep 

 
We received bare root trees and can't agree on how to plant them. Are we supposed to dig 
so the roots go deep, or spread them wide? - H.H. - 
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A tree's most important roots flare out and gradually down until they reach their species' 
normal depth. Then they keep growing outward at that level, which might be just a few inches 
below the surface for a shallow-rooted species, but a foot or two underground for deep rooted 
species. Even though some species form "striker roots" that dive down vertically from the flare 
roots, the vast majority of tree roots remain in the top 18 inches of the soil. 
 
So dig a wide hole for a new tree and spread its roots so they cover lots of ground. 
 
A tree (here, a hybrid poplar Populus x charkowiensis) can collect far more water and stand more sturdily if its roots are wide. 

If planted with its roots bunched together and inserted vertically, it would receive only as much water as falls on a circle of 

ground about 10 inches across. With its roots spread wide, it has access to more than three times as much water, from a circle 

almost 18 inches across. Notice the vertical roots that have formed on the flare roots. These are called "striker roots." 

 

 
 
 

 

Curbing the wild butterbur 

 
We have a large area of Petasites growing near the pond that we thin by at least half 
every spring. My question is -- if I thinned it in fall while it is going dormant, would it 
multiply less quickly than thinning in the spring when it is actively growing? - D.T. - 
 
Since you sent your question last fall, D.T., we've been looking but haven't found any reports on 
this. We'll probably have to run our own trials to see whether butterbur (Petasites japonicus) 
responds differently if cut in fall than in spring. We could dig back one side of a colony of 
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butterbur this spring, 
and do the same to its 
other side this coming 
fall, then measure the 
spread and count the 
number of shoots on 
the treated side during 
the subsequent 
growing season. 
 
We'd have to keep 
track of other 
variables, too. For 
instance, we know of a 
colony in relatively dry 
ground, and will guess 
that moisture level will 
affect the nature of its 
comeback. We've 
already become 
convinced that in a wet soil Petasites runners produce closely-spaced leaves but may extend 
themselves several feet between leaves when the soil is dry. 
 
Woody plants cut back in spring do tend to have a more vigorous response -- more growth from 
dormant buds -- than those cut in fall. Herbaceous plants aren't so predictable. We know of a 
different rampant spreader, plume poppy (Macleaya cordata), which can be kept in check by 
snapping off unwanted shoots when they appear in spring. Subsequent growth from those 
points tends to be minimal. To perform this same operation on Petasites would involve a spade, 
however, since its shoot/stem runs below ground. All that shows above ground of butterbur 
are the leaves and, in very early in spring, the flower. 
 
Above: The big leaves of Japanese 

butterbur (Petasites japonicus) make a lush 

carpet in a wet bed. In dry soil the plant has 

fewer and more widely spaced leaves. This 

response is not uncommon among wetland 

plants. Queen of the prairie (Filipendula 

rubra) and turtlehead (Chelone species) are 

two other wetland natives that turn a bit 
nasty on dry ground. Their running roots 

produces wider-spaced shoots and become 

most invasive in dry ground. 

 

Leave the leaves! 
Right: This layer of oak leaves, still thick in 

spring, isn't stopping the violet-sized 

Hepatica from doing its thing. Perhaps the 

plant would be more visually stunning if the 

ground around it was all dark soil. 

However, chances are good that Hepatica seedlings -- like many woodland natives -- would not do well in such exposed 

conditions. So with leaf removal we could realize a short-term aesthetic gain at the expense of the colony's long-term growth 
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Move the bulbs while you can see the effect 

 
Can I dig up bulbs and divide them now or must I wait until the leaves die back? - D.S. - 
 
 
You can dig them now. We do. We take advantage of knowing right now what one bulb looks 
with another and how each transplanted division will fit into the surrounding, emerging 
perennial foliage. 

 
Alternatively, we can take photos to capture 
spring's look, and use those pictures to locate 
the bulbs as they enter dormancy. Yet by 
then, the move-to spaces that were clear in 
spring will be full of later-emerging plants. 
That will complicate the operation since we'll 
be trying to avoid disturbing plants whose 
show is yet to come that year. 
 
We fall back on the advice of the great, late 
gardener Christopher Lloyd, who said, "the 
time to do something in the garden is when 
you think of it." 
 

Top: These tarda tulips (Tulipa dasystemon) are bright and 

early but small and 

they were 

positioned where 

Steven's mom rarely 

goes in spring, 

anymore. So we 

dug and moved 

them this week. 
Here they are 

blooming on in 

their new home. 

 

 

 

Left: Here's why we 

don't plant bulbs 

with a trowel. Set 

deeper -- at spade 

depth -- they tend to 

live longer (these 
are close to 20 years 

old) and suffer less 

disturbance as we 

work in the beds. 
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Below: Look inside a bulb to learn how these  

plants grow. See the daughter bulb forming? 

 

The foliage of 

this Greigii 

tulip drew our 
eye a few 

weeks ago, 

striking among 

fresh spears of 

zebra iris (I. 

pallida 

argenteo-

variegata) in 

our Detroit Zoo 

adopt-a-garden. 

When it 

showed itself to 
be the variety 

'Red Riding 

Hood', we 

knew we 

needed more of 

this good thing. 

Since we know 

that acting right 

away is more productive than adding an item to our line-up of 

"things to do next time," we put this clump on this weekend's list 

under, "dig, split and replant the bulbs to cover more ground". The 
bulbs broke away from their stems during the operation so the bulbs went back into the ground sans foliage. Yet we have no 

doubt they will be back next spring. Even though they might produce only leaves next year as they bulk up, with leaves so 

beautifully colored, we don't mind waiting an extra year for the next flowers! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A change of 

location when 

replanting is 
always 

beneficial. 
from  

The Wise Garden 

Encyclopedia,  

ed. E.L.D. Seymour, 

1936 
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Yew creep! Take-charge pruners don't allow that. 

 
Many of you probably remember 
when we first cut this yew back 
about ten years ago. We did it when 
we realized it had grown so large 
that it was hogging a foot of the 
walkway. Since then, although we've 
kept it small it's crept out a few 
inches. 
 
So this year Janet cut it back harder. 
First, she identified the thickest 
stems and cut them way back to 
stubs. Then, she shortened the 
remaining branches to allow each to 
grow all summer without being cut 
again. What remains is thin, but 
that's a temporary condition. We'll 
check back in June and take its photo 
for you -- we expect it to be once 
again fluffy and green from tips to 
base. 
 
Ideally, we'd have cut this yew back 
in earliest spring, before it started the 
year's growth. However, this is a 
family member's garden -- we get to 
it when we can get to it, and don't 
sweat the small stuff. 

 
Above and right: The creepy yew before its cut, after the first-
stage cut which targeted the heaviest branches, and after the 

second-stage cut which shortened remaining growth. 
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Rejuvenating a decrepit redtwig dogwood 

 
My redtwig dogwoods have a lot of dead branches, and don't look very lively. Can I cut them 
back? How much? - B.S. -  

 
 
Redtwigs (Cornus alba 
sibirica) can accumulate 
dead wood if they are left 
uncut for many years. In 
addition, they are 
susceptible to a fungal 
canker that can kill canes. 
The canker tends to be 
worst on stressed plants -- 
such as those grown in a 
dry, hot bed or overly 
shady conditions. 
 
You can cut out the dead 
wood any time. To avoid 
spreading any infection, 
clean your pruning tools 
between canes with 
rubbing alcohol straight 

from the bottle or a 10% 
bleach solution. Then, 
improve unsatisfactory 
growing conditions so they 
can recoup their losses. If 
you can't make conditions 
better for them, replace 
them with a species better 
suited to that site. 
 
 
 
 
Cut weak wood hard, 

go easy on lively 

wood. 
 - Old time pruning advice 

worth remembering - 
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Scrabbling in the garden, word play 
 
We gardeners earn admiring murmurs when we display our garden's produce in vases and on 
plates. Why don't we stir up a bit of that admiration by tossing a nifty horticultural term or two 
on the table during the next Scrabble game? For instance: 
 
cloche: klohsh; noun; a transparent or translucent cover placed over a small, young or tender 

plant to protect it from cold or pests.  
If we started our tomato seeds too early, once they are too big to stay indoors we can 
plant them out using a cloche to protect each one until the weather settles. 

 
dibble: verb; to plant seeds or seedlings by poking a small hole for each with fingers or stick; 

noun (also dibber); a small tool used to punch small holes in the ground for planting seeds, 
seedlings or small bulbs.  
I go to my garden on a spring 
afternoon with seeds and a 
dibble, and am content to 
poke holes and plant. 

 
diddledees: noun; New England 

colloquialism for fallen pine 
needles.  
It is a myth that diddledees 
make soil too acid for good 
plant growth, so it's fine to use 
them as a mulch. 

 

Got milk? Have tomato 
seedlings yearning for sun? 
Make a cloche! 
 
Seedlings grown  indoors where it's warm and comparatively dim (even under grow lights), can 
become lank and weak. You can move them out into the garden a bit early if you warm the soil 
for several days first under a clear plastic sheet or under cloches. You'll know the soil is 
warming when you see condensation on the soil side of the plastic or inside the cloche. 
 
Harden your seedlings while their bed is warming up: Set them out for a few hours of morning 
sun one day and then an increasing number of hours in the full sun over two more days. This 
acclimates them, avoiding sunburn. 
 
After you transplant each seedling, enclose it in a cloche. A large glass jar (above) can serve as a 
cloche. Alternatively, use a plastic milk jug with its bottom cut off. Remove the milk jug's screw 
cap to keep the heat from soaring inside, but keep the cap on hand to close the jug if a freeze 
threatens. 
 
Use plastic as a frost cap only over plants small enough that they cannot touch the sides of the 
container. Air trapped under plastic can insulate a plant against frost but leaves that rest against 
the plastic itself are as if totally unprotected -- the cold will be conducted right through the 
plastic and frost any leaf surface in contact with the walls. 
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This week in Janet's garden 
Grow with me! This week I will: 
 
Pay attention to ants on plants. Where we see ants climbing into trees and shrubs, we follow 
them to learn if they are tending sucking insects there. Sucking pests such as aphids and scale 
must pass a great deal of sap through their bodies to extract enough sugar to live. The ants feed 
on what the pests excrete -- honeydew. 
 
Scale insects, like most other pests of soft growth, emerge from eggs or winter dormancy each 
year at the same time that their host plant buds out. So look now for tiny "crawler" stage scales, 
which can be killed by scrubbing them off the plant or coating them with oil -- it kills them by 
blocking their breathing pores. 
 
We avoid killing ladybugs or other predatory insects, whenever possible. This week when we 
found scale crawlers on a flowering dogwood we also found hungry twice-stabbed ladybugs 
(black with two red spots). They're a 24-7 clean-up crew, ready to eat whatever we miss. 
 
********************** 
Pine sawfly is hatching out now and becoming susceptible to control now, too. So we're looking 
out for the first appearance of these pests of pine trees. When they are still very tiny, we can 
blast them off with a hard spray of water, or kill them with insecticidal soap or oil before they 
do much damage. 
 
********************** 
Clip back woody subshrubs such as lavender, sage (Salvia officinalis) and germander (Teucrium 
chamaedrys) to leave just the base each of stem with a green bud or two. This insures all-new 
wood, which tends to keep them healthier, stronger and more floriferous in a humid continental 
climate. Be ready to do the same for creeping phlox and candytuft as soon as they finish 
blooming. Cut now, when woody plants tend to sprout from dormant buds, they will be full 
again in just a few weeks. 
 
********************** 
Keep VFNT in mind as we read labels to choose tomato plants. Each of these four letters 
indicates a resistance, to Verticillium wilt, Fusarium, nematodes and tobacco-mosaic virus. 
 
 

Green thumbs up to gardeners and mowing companies who know that keeping blades 
sharp is a priority even in a year when we're all looking to cut operating costs. Grass blades, 
flower stems and woody branches with clean cut edges are all less susceptible to diseases and a 
lawn cut with sharp blades is more attractively green. 
 
Green thumbs down to everything blooming at once in a spring that comes on fast and 
hard. In this year when plants all over the region are 2 to 3 weeks ahead of the normal schedule 
the compressed bloom sequence makes it hard to appreciate the beauty. So many vie for 
attention at the same time -- redbuds, cherries, crabapples and Norway maples all bloom at 
once. It jumbles our carefully orchestrated combinations until they are the visual equivalent of a 
full-symphony tune-up. The gaps between bloom sessions, then, are so quiet by comparison it's 
unsettling. However, to every dark cloud there's a silver lining: The ice on northern Ontario 
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lakes in zone 3 has broken up more than 2 weeks earlier than anyone there can recall, bringing 
smiles to the faces of fishermen eager for a shot at pike and walleye. 
 

 
A rush of spring 
When we love every aspect of a plant, if it unfurls like a tight spring unwinding it's like blinking 
once and having your child age from toddler to teen. Solomon's seal (Polygonatum). 

 
The light, sweet scent of serviceberry 
(Amelanchier canadensis) flowers are in the air 
and already the robin is staking out the tree 
as his territory. He won't have to wait long 
for the fruit, this year, at the rate that spring's 
advancing into summer! 

 
We're not fans 
of the Norway 
maple (Acer 
platanoides), 
with its 
garden-
depressing dense shade, highly competitive roots and use of 
plant vs. plant chemical warfare called allelopathy. Yet we 
have to hand it to its purple leaf forms for showiness as 
yellow flowers play against the foliage. 
 



What's Up #90,  Page 13 

All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2010 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com 

In an early spring we sometimes long for the brake of colder weather to slow and draw out  
sights such as the bright colors of emerging Japanese maple foliage and the pas de deux of 
virginia bluebells with the hosta that will cover its exit (bottom). 

 
Plants are the 

original chemists. 

Their sophistication 
makes DuPont and 

Monsanto look like 

little kids with 

chemistry sets." 
- Allen Lacy in The Inviting 

Garden - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helicopter alert! 
Speaking of maple flowers: Ye gods, there was 
not a bit of frost while our area's maple trees 
were blooming. It appears that every flower 
survived to produce a seed. We're steeling 
ourselves for a solid mulch of maple 
"helicopters"! 
 
 

Who's Janet? Who's Steven? 
 
Janet's someone fascinated by the process of 
gardening. Macunovich began gardening for 
others when she ran out of places to make new 
gardens at her own home. " I've learned a lot of 
wonderful things over 25 years of gardening, 
writing and teaching but the flexibility of the 
process and its never-ending newness is the best 
fact of all. I was hooked from the first time I 
worked in someone else's yard. That's when I saw 
that what we do to make a garden has to be 
modified for every place. Now 'my' gardens grow 
in several States and each one is unique, even 
those that are full of the same plants. The plants 
behave differently in each place. All of this makes 
it a delight and a privilege to work for others and 
to help readers who ask for advice." 
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The gardener's eye. Steven Nikkila is a professional gardener and horticultural photographer 
who finds dimensions and makes connections others miss. "Maybe it comes from having to sit 
so still and wait for just the right shot," he says, "but I see the greatest things happen out there. I 
love to show and tell others about them." One of his favorite instances is the changed outlook 
people have after seeing his images of a butterfly successfully defending its flowers against a 
hungry hummingbird. His photos have solved mysteries, too, such as when he noted and 
captured water droplets from a sprinkler glistening prettily on a plant, but obviously on only 
one side of it. He solved that plant's "unknown ailment" by putting a riser on the sprinkler head 
to carry its water over the top to wet the entire root zone. 
 
 

Where to catch Janet, Steven and friends* in-person: 
*See May 22 and "Invite Janet or Steven" on page 16. 
 
Monday, April 26, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., Janet's at the Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton, 
Ohio. The topic is  Shade Gardens: Plant selection, design, maintenance, being smart as you 
plant among tree roots, and treating the soil in ways to serve both new plantings and 
established trees or shrubs. $40. To register: 937-434-9005 or copy this URL to your browser   
http://bit.ly/bde6Zq 
 
Saturday, May 1: Janet's in Saginaw, Michigan at Abele Greenhouses to explain her strategy for 
Eight Months of Color, Even in Small Spaces (10:00 a.m.) and Shade Gardening (1:00 p.m.). 3500 
Wadsworth Road in the crook of the I-75 / I-675 elbow. $5 per session or $8 for both. To register 
and for more information, call 989-752-5625. 
 
Monday, May 10, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m., Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools!. Spring work 
in this garden in Wakefield, Massachusetts, 30 minutes north of Boston, includes training a 
young wisteria and recalcitrant climbing hydrangea, dividing ornamental grasses, and 
continuing the development of an alternative lawn. Want to come watch and learn, or learn by 
doing? Email or call Janet (JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850) to reserve a spot and learn 
the location. Include your phone number in any message so we can stay in close touch in case of 
weather-related changes. This is a limited-space workshop. 
 
Friday, May 14, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m., Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools. At the Detroit 
Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in exchange for hands-on 
instruction in garden design, planning and problem diagnosis. To reserve a place in this limited-
space session and learn how to join Janet at the zoo, email JMaxGarden@aol.com by May 10 
with the subject line "Help at the zoo." 
 
Saturday, May 15, 8:00 a.m. - noon, Garden by Janet - Featuring Steven! Bring your gloves and 
tools. At the Detroit Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in 
exchange for Steven's hands-on instruction in planting, mulching and trouble-shooting. Steven 
always makes time to shoot some photos, too. To reserve a place in this limited-space session 
and learn how to join Steven at the zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com by May 11 with the 
subject line "Help at the zoo." 
 
Saturday, May 15, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m., in Northville, Michigan, Janet helps Gardenviews store 
celebrate its new "digs." Those are a new address (117 E. Main Street) plus new offerings -- the 
unique, forged spades and forks that Janet's been using for decades and never before been able 
to buy locally. Janet's topic for the day is Design Ideas: Favorite Before-Afters. This is a walk 
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through time as well as beautiful spaces to give you ideas, laughs, hopes and consolation in 
your own gardening efforts Free, but call Gardenviews to reserve a seat, 248-380-8881.  

Another reason to stop in at 
Gardenview: 
 

We're pleased to help Gardenviews 

store in Northville get the word out 

about some of our favorite tools, the 

fork and spade Janet's holding. We've 

been using and recommending these 
Clarington Forge tools for 30 years 

because they are well made, 

beautifully balanced and extremely 

strong. They may not be for 

everyone, but they're golden for 

serious gardeners who treasure ease 

in digging in hard soil and a fork's 

utility for weeding and dividing 

among established perennials. They 

have not been available locally 

before. 

 
Gardenviews owners Laurie Jermont 

and Lou Mascolo (here with Janet) 

are now arranging to add the shears 

and weeding tools we use to their 

inventory. They already carry Janet's choice in gloves by Women's Work. 

 

We are not representatives of Gardenviews, Clarington Forge,  Women's Work or any other company, nor were we paid or 

enticed to write this. It is simply our message as pleased tool users selfishly trying to be sure a new, local outlet can keep up a 

good thing. 

 

A skilled workman may be able to make poor tools do a good job but he 
would never consider purchasing such, because no one so well as he 

knows the satisfaction and possibilities of owning and using the best. 
- from The Wise Garden Encyclopedia, ed. E.L.D. Seymour, 1936 - 

 
 
Saturday, May 22, 11:00 a.m. to noon: Janet's in Oak Park, Michigan at Four Seasons Garden 
Center to suggest Great Plants and Combinations. This is a look at specific trees, shrubs and 
perennials that work especially well together, and how to develop your own winning 
combinations. Settle in after this presentation for Herbs in the Garden by Janet and Steven's  
friend, designer and educator Pamela Palechek (more about Pamela on page 16). 
 

Other dates and events coming up: 
 
May 19: Janet's in Detroit, MI at the Indian Village Men's Garden Club meeting.. 
May 29: Steven's in Oak Park, MI at Four Seasons Garden Center 
June 2: Janet's in Birmingham, MI for a Garden By Janet workshop 
June 5: Janet's at the Detroit Zoo, MI for a Garden by Janet workshop 
June 26: Janet & Steven at Marquette, MI's annual Beautification Extravaganza 
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And even more, throughout summer. Details will be posted here soon. If you need information, 
email JMaxGarden@aol.com. 

Invite Janet or Steven or their expert friends to your club or community. 
We go where we're invited! That's taken us all over the country and then some over the past 20 
years. We address many topics, drawing from our list of 100+ talks. We also continue to meet 
groups' needs and expand our horizons by developing new material or "hybridizing" from 
what we already have. 
 
So, whether it's... 
• a how-to lesson for a garden club  
• a hands-on workshop at your site, or  
• a multi-part class for a small group, 
 
...we're game!  
 
We can also connect you to one or a 
whole line-up of other experts who know 
how to explain how-to. So give us a call 
or send an email to make a date, request 
our list of classes and talks or get a 
referral. JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-
681-7850. Our calendars fill about a year 
in advance for spring weekends, and six 
months ahead for most other weekends 
and evenings. So give us some lead time. 
Then we can meet you in your garden. 
 
Steven Nikkila (more on page 17) and Janet 

Macunovich have been digging, shooting and teaching 

how-to as a team for 22 years. They began producing 

conferences in the early '90s and ran a gardening school from 1995 through 2008, featuring experts who know their stuff in the 
garden as well as how to get their messages across in front of an audience. Janet and Steven are glad to help you themselves for 

presentations but also pleased to connect you to experts they know or send you their list of people, topics and contact 

information. Designer Pamela Palechek (above, with Janet collecting ideas at Ball Seed's display gardens), is an expert friend 

who has been a key player in Janet and Steven's educational efforts for 20 years. Palechek designs landscapes and gardens 

through her business, Petal Pushers. She's a gifted communicator who helped develop the curriculum for Janet and Steven's 

school, then served as one of its senior instructors, teaching all aspects of gardening from soil preparation to bringing the flavor 

of French Riviera to gardens in the Midwest U.S. Email JMaxGarden@aol.com or call 248-681-7850 for a speaker/topic list or 

to set up a talk, workshop or class. 

 
 

About attending Garden by Janet sessions: 
 
We're let-me-see, hands-on people. That's how we learn best. From time to time there are Garden 
by Janet sessions listed here to afford you that kind of chance to grow. You visit us where we're 
working to either watch or work with Janet. Generally, there is no charge and we're in one of 
two kinds of locations: 
 
1) At the gardens we tend through our business, Perennial Favorites: Our clients understand 
our enthusiasm for teaching. Some open their gardens to small groups who want to see and 
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*Janet's favorite: "I can change our 

display by just rolling up one photo 

tapestry and unrolling another." 

practice "how to." When the work we're scheduled to do may be of interest to you, we invite 
you in. 
2) In the Detroit Zoo, Adopt-A-Garden program where we're 22-year veterans. Many people 
have worked with us there, some for a day and others for years. We have fun, we learn, we 
accomplish much. You can check out this program by coming in as my student on a temporary 
pass. To join Janet at the Zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com with the subject line of your email 
"Help at zoo." 
 
 

Time to garden your walls... 
 
Steven's decorated many walls with 
great garden images. He can help you 
do the same with photos that capture 
garden beauty and stories you love. 
 

Any of Steven's images from What's Coming Up, such 
as these pumpkins and mums, can be made just for 
your wall. Or you can describe a flower or type of 
scene you'd like.  
 
 
 
 

If you have an image in mind, you can describe it, then 
Steven will assemble a customized photo sampler for 
you. Email us at JMaxGarden@aol.com for details, to 
request a sampler or to place an order.  
 
There is so much clear detail in these images that they 
can be enlarged to several feet 
square and still be crystal 
clear. So prices depend on 
your choices in format and 
size. For example: 
 
An 8 x 10" image matted in an 11 x 14.5" frame 
 $48.00 
A 36 x 48' image on museum-grade cloth*          
 $215.00 
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You asked for our advice "on paper". We wrote and sell these books plus CDs: 
Designing Your Gardens and Landscape  
First published in 1990 as Easy Garden Design, a 150-page step-by-step recipe that's become a design classic. Janet developed, uses and has 
trained thousands of others to use this process. People say: "This is exactly the simple, clear approach I need!" This design process is 
applicable world-wide. 

Soft cover, spiral bound. B&W illustrations by Janet. $19.00 

Caring for Perennials  
Janet's unique approach to perennial care how-to, the real-time story of one bed from early spring to season's end. The 
180 engaging and fact-filled pages make you part of all Janet does and you might ever need to do in each task's 
appropriate season and sequence. Includes a chart of what to do, when for 70 top perennials. Advice in this book is 
applicable in all of temperate U.S. and Canada. The perennial chart includes a key to adapt its timing for far southern 
or northern edges of that range. 

Soft cover book. Color illustrations by Steven Nikkila. $20.00 

Asking About Asters CD.  
A digital library of six years of Janet's work: weekly columns, newsletters and over 200 extra Q&A letters to individual 
gardeners. 1,681 questions answered about soil preparation, fertilizing, pruning, design, choosing plants, foiling bugs and 
much more. No repeated topics. Fully indexed; the entire collection can be searched from this one file. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Potting Up Perennials CD. New for 2010 
A digital collection of 2009's What's Coming Up: 52 issues, over 750 pages with more than 150 articles, 500 images and 
250 quick-look lists and reports. Includes a comprehensive index of this collection plus Janet's previously-released digital 
library, Asking About Asters. If you own both Potting Up Perennials and Asking about Asters you can search all the 
What's Coming Up newsletters plus six years of Growing Concerns columns and books from this new index. 
Bonus on this CD: Steven Nikkila's Daydream Screen Saver, 74 of his most vivid works from gardens and nature. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $15.00 

Janet's complete digital library New for 2010 
Set of two CDs: Asking About Asters and Potting Up Perennials. $30.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees. New for 2010* 
A choice collection of Janet and Steven's advice for tree selection, planting and care. Each article made its debut in 
Michigan Gardener magazine and has been on hold since, awaiting completion of its fellows until this 
comprehensive compilation became possible. Topics include: Selecting trees; fall color; what's happening to ash 
trees; replacing a big tree; descriptions, lists and photos of great trees; why starting small is a good idea when 
planting; planting how-to, why's and why not's; staking, watering and fertilizing; mulching; rescuing a tree from 
the lawn; preventing construction damage; pruning to keep trees and shrubs small; removing suckers; detecting 
girdling roots; and dealing with maple tar spot and lecanium scale.  
10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

New for 2010*Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas. 
Janet and Steven's favorite articles on landscape design and renovation: Designing with foliage color; covering up 
after the bulb season; doubling up perennials for 3-season color; shady solutions; using usual plants in unusual 
ways; designing hypo-allergenic gardens; Murphy's Laws applied to gardens; renovation how-to; fragrant plants and 
designs; attracting wildlife; rockwork; invasive plants; discovering a site's hidden assets; using herbs in a landscape; 
and how to cheat to improve a garden quickly. These articles appeared first in Michigan Gardener magazine 
individually between 1999 and 2010. Now they're collected in this set for your design library. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care. New for 2010* 
Vital how-to for tending a garden, from Janet and Steven's favorite articles on: bed preparation; soil testing; 
making a weed-free bed; spring start-up; improving hard-packed soil; fertilizing; watering; cutting back and 
deadheading; repairing irrigation; drought-tolerant plants; sharpening tools; tweaking in summer; staking; and the 
art of fall garden clean up. Items in this collection were selected from among Janet and Steven's ten years of 

Michigan Gardener articles. Each made its debut in that magazine, waited for its companion pieces and now they 
all join your library in this more durable and comprehensive form. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care New for 2010* 
Set of three 10" x 13" magazines, 48 pages each. $30.00 

*For a look inside, email JMaxGarden@aol.com with the subject line "Magazine peek." 
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Shipping and handling 

1-3 CDs $4 
1-3 journals $6 
Each book $4 
Larger orders: Inquire via email 

     to JMaxGarden@aol.com 
Outside U.S.: Compute shipping 
     as above, then multiply x 1.5 

Please print, complete and mail this order form with your check to purchase any of our 
CDs, journals, books or discount sets: 
 
Your name:   

Mailing address   

   

Email or phone where we may reach you if there are questions:    

Special instructions (re: autograph you would like or delivery to different locations): 
   
 
CDs 

Asking About Asters Special Edition 6-book CD qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 
Potting Up Perennials CD  
     with Steven Nikkila's Daydream screen saver qty._____ @ $15.00 ea. =$________ 

Books 

Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes qty._____ @ $19.00 each =$________ 
Caring for Perennials qty._____ @ $20.00 each =$________ 

Magazines: 48-pages of our articles on one topic; full color, oversized pages, soft cover 
Janet and Steven give you: Trees qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 

Special discount sets: (save up to $6 over individual prices) 
Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care  qty._____ set @ $30.00 = ________ 
Asking About Asters CD and Potting Up Perennials CD qty._____ set @ $30.00 =________ 

 
Total your order 

A. Total of items ordered above $________ 
 
B. Michigan residents must add 6% sales tax $________ 
 
C. Shipping and handling (See below)  $________ 
 

D. Grand total A+B+C  Total enclosed $________ 
  Make foreign checks "payable in U.S. funds" 
 Make checks payable to Janet Macunovich. 
 Mail to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041 
 

 
Satisfaction guaranteed: If you are not thoroughly delighted, you may 

return your order within thirty days of receipt for a full refund of your 

purchase price minus any shipping and handling. 
 
We accept orders by mail with check or money order, and in-person 

orders any time you come to one of our educational events or hands-
on gardening session. 

 

Still FREE: 

Our What's 

Coming Up  
e-newsletter.  
 

Pages and pages  

of timely 

garden how-to 

every week!  
 

Email JMaxGarden@aol.com to 
join the mailing list. 


