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No need to fret over grape hyacinth, here blooming blue in 
the foreground even through an April snow. The leaves 

they grow in fall may last until spring, or freeze-dry and 

be replaced but the bulb will live on and produce a flower 

in spring. More, below.  

 

Snowy white bed is right for bulbs 
 

Last November I planted spring bulbs. I chose daffodils, hyacinths, crocus and grape 
hyacinth (Muscari armeniacum).  

 
I watered them in well and mulched with leaves. Several weeks later the grape hyacinths 
started to sprout. The leaf mulch blew away, but I mulched again with straw and continued 
to water the bulbs until the ground froze.  

 
Why did they sprout and what can I expect this spring? Will the cold kill the green shoots 
and stop the bulb from blooming this spring? I read in a gardening article that unusual 
warm weather will give the bulbs a head start. I'm not sure that makes sense to me, 
although the bed's had lots of snow as groundcover so they may be protected.  - G.P. - 
 
 
Your Muscari armeniacum are acting normally. Grape hyacinth always grows foliage in fall. The 
grassy leaves may emerge as early as September. The plant slows and even pauses during 
winter -- whenever it's below 40°F. Then it flowers in spring, and rests in summer. 
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That foliage photosynthesizes through fall, nourishing the bulb. In exposed locations the leaves 
may wither away over winter, but even a few weeks of fall sun can be converted into enough 
energy to produce spring bloom.  
 
Your other bulbs ended their long summer rest and began the new season's growth in fall as the 
soil around them changed from dry and hot to cool and moist. Tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and 
crocus grow roots first and then begin to push leaves upward in late fall. The soil usually cools 
enough to halt this growth in 
December, and the foliage waits out 
winter just below the surface. If fall is 
very warm and long, some bulb 
foliage can break ground before the 
first winter freeze. This may be the 
"head start" about which you read.  
 
All the bulbs' leaves will be fine 
while mulch covers them. Snow may 
be the best of all mulches. Below 
snow, at a relatively warm 25 to 30 
degrees, bulbs don't have to weather 
big temperature swings or drying 
wind. If snow fails you can use leaves, 
straw, shredded newspaper, or 
another "fluffy" mulch to cover plants 
you fear will be burned by frost. A 
topping of chicken wire or twiggy 
branches keeps mulch from blowing 
away without adding too much 
weight. 
 
Or, don't worry about mulch. As with 
grape hyacinth leaves, if cold does 
destroy foliage that shows above 
ground, that will not kill a hardy 
tulip, daff or crocus, or stop the 
bloom. 
 
Right: Even if precocious bulb foliage is killed 

back, it will have sent energy to the bulb and the 
bulb does remain safe down below. The plant can 

replace lost greenery. 

 

It may not even have to replace it. What was lost may have been only the tip of a leaf, and the rest is fine. 

 

The snow cover has been steady in our zone 5 garden this winter. Janet went digging on February 1 and found only a very thin 

crust of ice on the ground below the snow. She had no trouble lifting this clump of grape- and California hyacinth (Tritelia) 

bulbs to show you what's going on. See the leaf continuing down to the bulb? That's all leaf, not even a stem or flower stalk 

yet. If what's above ground dies from exposure, the rest will keep growing and developing. 

 

Notice that the leaves are green -- not pale yellow or white as if sun-deprived. They are getting plenty of light underneath our 
current 6 inches of snow, and will still have plenty of light if tomorrow's storm drops another foot of white insulation. 
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Big plant, big pesticide concern  

 
Another job that's more complex when large plants are 

involved is protecting yourself while spraying pesticides. It 

may be necessary to move beyond soapy water if you can't 

remedy a pest problem by regularly cleaning the plant and 

giving it better light so its own defenses are stronger. 

(Explained in issues #126 and #128). 

 

Whenever you use pesticide -- store-bought or homemade, 

new-wave organic or conventional -- take steps to keep it 

from your skin, lungs and eyes. Many "organic" products are 

environmentally friendly because they are not persistent. 
That is, their active chemicals soon break down into 

harmless compounds. Yet some of those same organic 

products are more toxic, drop for drop, than the most feared 

"non-organics." 

 

Wear long sleeves and long pants, something thick and 

tightly woven like denim. Cover your head -- a hooded, 

water-resistant jacket is good. Wear rubber gloves. If you'll 

be reaching upward to spray, put the glove cuffs over your 

sleeves so run-off won't drip onto bare arms. 

 

Wear a mask over your mouth and nose. Run a venting fan 

while you spray, then wash yourself and your clothes 

immediately after you've finished.  

Snow as mulch -- the idea bulb clicks on 
 
Snow protects dwarf evergreens and evergreen perennials, too. We've been asked how long 
snow covered plants can survive beneath "that weight, in the dark."  

 
If snow is mounded from the ground up it is self-supporting, so its weight is unlikely to break 
branches. When it comes to light deprivation, don't even worry. Although we recognize how 
much light reflects up off snow, we overlook how much bounces between ice crystals in loose 
snow and penetrates to great depths. We know of a photoelectric cell controlling outdoor lights 
which still "recognized" dusk and threw its switch even while buried under 16 inches of snow. 
 

 

Big plants get small plant handling in a big way 
 

I have a ten foot weeping fig tree, which I put on the deck for the summer. Now I see that 
it has spider mites and is dropping leaves. I read your article about how to get rid of mites 
but how can I possibly treat a ten foot tree without spraying insecticide all over the 
house? Should we struggle to take it outside again on a mild day, lay it down and spray it? 
Or is there another, easier way to handle this? 
 
It had been doing really well in the house. 
We only took it out because the leaves 
were so dusty and it was impossible to 
clean them all by hand. So I figured the 
summer rain would do the job and the 
plant would benefit from being outside -- 
which it did, except for the mites. - S.L. - 

 
 
It's unlikely the mites came because the plant 
spent time outdoors, S.L. Your plant's bigger 
now, harder to light adequately. It's weaker 
and prone to pest build up during the dark 
of midwinter. 
 
Move the tree into the bathtub or shower 
stall to do the presoak, wash and spray 
routine. A hand-held showering attachment 
will come in handy. (Steven exchanged a 
bathroom fixture for one with a female screw 
end so we can attach a garden hose there.) 
Angle the plant and bend the upper branches 
as necessary to fit them into the spray area. 
Be gentle, but firm as you compress the 
crown of the plant. It can become amazingly small -- a fact exploited every day when such 
plants are shipped from growers to retail sales centers. 
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This sword fern (Nephrolepis cordifolia) is an outdoor perennial in zone 8. 

Like all perennials, it can be divided. Chances are good that each spray of 

leaves is coming from its own "eye" on the crown. We've marked 2 such 

sprays with yellow lines. Cut to separate that eye, or a group of several eyes 

from the rest -- Et voila´, a new plant. Making the division without breaking 

leaves is a feat, but you can simply cut all the leaves back to their bases 

before you split the plant. They'll grow back! 

Fern needs slice and dice session... next month! 

 

I have a question about a pair of lovely, but huge, ferns I rescued 3 years ago in 6-inch 
pots from a "big box's" garden center. How do I divide them? The cut-'em-up way we treat 
large perennials? 
 
I since have lost their proper name, but recall they were zones 8 or so, fronds look similar 
to  24" long Boston ferns. They summer well outside in full shade on my North facing porch 
here in Marquette, Michigan (my garden is zone 4-5) and after some transitional leaf drop, 
thrive in our south and east-facing bathroom windows. They have flourished! They now are a 
solid mass in a 14 inch pot with extensive new growth popping up and really can't get any 
larger for the space. 
 
I think they were intended to 
be toss 'em annuals. I could 
consider doing this with some 
divisions. I just need advice on 
dividing - do I trim the fronds 
off, or shorten them?  Help! 
 
Thank you so much for your 
great easy to read columns! - 
S.R. - 
 

 

We're very glad you enjoy the 
newsletters, S.R. We appreciate 
knowing we're doing well on 
specific things like readability.  
 
Divide those ferns like outdoor 
perennials. Or divide just one 
and toss the other! 
 
Many ferns have crowns 
configured like a hosta. De-pot 
one of yours, then shake or rinse 
soil off the crown so you can see 
what's what. Look down on the 
clump as if it's a pie and use a 
knife to slice out a pie shaped 
wedge. Once that first section is 
out, you may be able to tease out 
other divisions. Otherwise, just keep cutting to create divisions of two or three eyes. 
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You'll almost certainly have to remove or shorten fronds that break or get in the way. Roots, too! 
We don't hesitate to cut the whole top back at the start, just to make things easier. A husky 
division can re-leaf quickly and also regain its symmetry, sooner. 
 
However, it's not yet time to divide indoor plants unless you have them under lights. 
Divisions tend to end up in pots with a lot of soil not yet tapped by roots. There, root tips are in 
danger of sitting wet and dying. Wait just one month. The light will be stronger and days 
longer, so the divisions will grow roots quickly and draw all the water from the new free space. 
 
If you divide now, be sure to give the reduced plant supplemental light. Be careful watering it. 
Keep it moist but never wet. 
 
We'll look for a big, crowded fern to divide so we can include a how-to here when indoor-
dividing time comes in a few weeks. Meanwhile, if you go on ahead of us, we'll be glad to have 
your photos of the project to use here. 
 
 

Tip cuttings: Growing on from what people are saying this week 

 
So much goes on in email exchanges between newsletters! We wish we could include it all. 
Here's a timely excerpt: 
 
Bringing that rosemary through winter 
... Just thought I'd mention that I've given a lot of rosemary cuttings and rooted plants to 
friends, with warning to water them a lot when they bring them inside for the winter. No 
one takes me seriously about that, and I think all of my little gifts have died for lack of 
water. 
 
I have a rosemary plant in a 
large pot that has grown into 
"bush" over the last 12 years 
or so. I've pruned it back 
hard, and it is the mother of a 
sweet topiary rosemary plant 
that I shaped over the last 3 
years, now about a foot high. 
Here's a photo I took recently 
of that topiary by our kitchen 
sink... 
 
Thanks for all the garden tips 
and have a wonderful New 
Year! - L.N. - 
 

 
Right: Photo ©2010 Lucille Nawara 
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Poetry ©2010 Nancy Cunningham 

Rhymes for a snowy day 
 

We asked you for poetry, your own or favorite verses written by others about gardens or birds. 
Here are some to entertain you on a winter day! 
 
Bambi Stalks at Nightfall 
By Nancy Cunningham 
  
They come in the twilight and dark 
and eat growing tips - even bark. 
They want to bed down 'neath my pine 
But it isn't their yard - it is mine! 
I spray with bad tasting stuff 
and fence with sparks and points rough, 
I hang up bags, have a display of flags, 
But these methods are never enough! 
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A children's song of the 1880's  
 
Come, said the wind to the leaves one day, 
Come o'er the meadows and we will play. 
Put on your dresses scarlet and gold, 
For summer is gone and the days grow cold. 
 (Thanks to Mary Hrynik for submitting this.) 

I Heard a Bird Sing in the 
Dark of December... 
We shared this beautiful 
thought with you in an earlier 
issue and have since learned it 
is a poem from Oliver 
Herford's work, Welcome 

Christmas! A Garland of 

Poems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supper-to-go 
By Kay Neff 
 
Cheerful chickadee, pert and unafraid 
Drops from his perch to make his daily raid 
On the seed-laden feeder. Winter’s chill 
Is no match for this small collector’s will. 

Irresistible 
Original work, anonymous by request 
 
Hear the chickadees-dees-dees? 
"You, on your knees-knees-knees, 
Bring out more seeds-please-please." 

Poetry, Supper-to-go, ©2010 Kay Neff 
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Not Today, Anyway 
By Frank Harney 
 
My dandelions are up, but that is all! 
There my be something else, 'tween now and Fall 
But if there isn't, .........well then... 
I can't predict what, or if, or when!! 
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Trees 
By Joyce Kilmer 
 
I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 
 
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the sweet earth's flowing breast; 
 
A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 
 
A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 
 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 
 
Poems are made by  fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree. 
 
(Thanks to Judith Root for this idea.) 
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Poetry ©2010 Rebekah Uaelman 

Gentle Hands 
A prosaic poem by Rebekah Uselman 
  
Detail your fingers along the belly of the dirt. Careful! 
You wouldn't want to soil it. 
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Song of the Brook 
By Margaret Jacobson 
 
I’ve wakened from my winter’s bed 
Ensconced in ice and dark o’erhead.  
The sunlight now in brilliant shaft 
Pierces deep to loose its craft.  
 
Oh, shining light and warming rays 
You tell me now to sing my praise.  
“I’m loose, I’m free” and I could dabble 
In sandy nooks where fishes babble.  
 
But dare I tarry in quiet pools 
E’en though they look like lovely jewels? 
They tease and tempt and tell me stay 
But I can’t stop to bask and play. 
 
My mission is to join the sea 
So I must rush, there to be. 
I’ve stayed the course and journeyed long 
I’ve reached my goal, I sing my song! 
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*Although this week's storm does sound like it could rate 'way up there, we're 

always skeptical. Radio- and TV weather reports seem to grant that distinction to 

every storm. At any rate, it'll probably keep all those weather forecasting 

groundhogs from coming up to predict the tone of winter's last weeks! 

This week in our garden 
Grow with us! This week: 
 
Prepare for the "storm of the 
century*." We noticed after a 
recent heavy snow that our 
kousa dogwood was more 
bowed than it had ever been, 
and realized it was truly 
holding more weight. We'd 
missed seeing a fall clematis 
climbing up into it (invasive 
critter, that vine -- has to be 
watched all the time). The 
vine criss-crossing the tree's 
top was providing 
significantly more surface to 
collect snow. 
 
So when this next big snow* 
was announced, we went out 
to clip and pull to lessen that 
little tree's snow load. 
 

 
 
********************** 
Celebrate Groundhog Day, winter's turning point. Days 
are noticeably longer, animals begin to stir (and shed!) 
and we start looking for more to do. The Spring Cleaning 
urge is just an extension of this energy. 
 
We sat with friends to clean and sharpen a lot of tools 
last weekend and will be doing more every Sunday, all 
month. Come join us. It's fun, it's free and the gardening 
this spring will be so much easier with sharp pruner and 
spade, well oiled clippers, splinter free handles... (Dates 
and locations on page 17.) 
 
Dawn Miller, Anne Crimmins and 30 others sharpened and cleaned and 

talked at our most recent tool cleaning party. We've lost track so can only 

estimate, any more, but we think that one of their pruners may have been 

the 500th pair sharpened at one of these parties. Steven and Janet, plus 

others who have already learned the routine, teach how-to. People bring 

spades, rakes, loppers, edgers, weeders... 

 
A good tool will... wear out rather than "give out." 
from The Wise Garden Encyclopedia,  

editor E.L.D. Seymour, 1936 

 
********************** 
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Smell up the house! Bring in some of what's fragrant in the garden. We've been doing that all 
week, as we prepare to create a Sensation. (See All the Best Sense at the bottom of page 15.) Our 
house is full of great scents and sounds even though it's the "dead" of winter. Our fingers are 
worn from touching this and that as we line up all our workshop materials. We highly 
recommend this -- and the workshop we've created! -- for lifting winter spirits. 
 
If you're short on sense-ible things in your garden in winter when flowers are scarce, you 
should definitely come to this, our newest workshop. It's all about having fun and finding ways 
to make your garden more sensual in all ways, all the year 'round. 
 

Our workshops are not about sitting still and looking at pictures. No way -- gardeners need to move to learn! Here at the first of 
this year's Detroit Garden Center Winter Series of classes, Judy Jacobs and Shelley Welch, among many others, follow Janet's 

encouragement to debate the potential of a small "bed" they are designing. 
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Green thumbs up to the kind of snow that falls from the shovel like sugar. It can filter down 
between the branches of evergreens and sift into spaces around perennials' crowns. Insulation 
without weighty balls of ice -- hooray! 
 
Green thumbs down to the tedium of searching for and ordering plants. It would be 
heavenly if every plant we chose to go into a garden could simply be there waiting for us at one 
garden center in spring. But it's not to be. No one nursery could ever stock it all. So we spend 
the long winter nights checking catalogs, comparing prices, adjusting numbers based on sizes... 
 

 
 

Who's Janet? Who's Steven? 
 

Someone fascinated by the process of gardening. Janet 
Macunovich began gardening for others when she ran out of 
places to make new gardens at her own home. " I've learned a 
lot of wonderful things over 25 years of gardening, writing and 
teaching but the flexibility of the process and its never-ending 
newness is the best fact of all. I was hooked from the first time I 
worked in someone else's yard. That's when I saw that what we 
do to make a garden has to be modified for every place. Now 'my' 
gardens grow in several States and each one is unique, even 
those that are full of the same plants. The plants behave 
differently in each place. All of this makes it a delight and a 
privilege to work for others and to help readers who ask for 
advice." 

Below: At a tool care party, Steven shows how to clean and sharpen hand pruners. 

The voice behind the 
captions of many gardening 
books and articles. When 
publishers began asking 
him to not only supply 
photos for books, 
magazines, catalogs and 
calendars but suggest 
captions, Steven Nikkila's 
voice began to develop to 
match his talented and 
experienced eye. His visual 
perspectives have delighted 
readers and students of 
gardening for a quarter 
century. His captioned 
advice and observations go 
back about a dozen years. 
Both aspects are both fresh 
and enduring. 

 

Email questions to Janet or Steven at JMaxGarden@aol.com or call 248-681-7850. 
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Invite Janet or Steven or their expert friends to your club or community. 
We go where we're invited! That's taken us all over the country and then some over the past 20 
years. We address many topics, drawing from our list of 100+ talks. We also continue to meet 
groups' needs and expand our horizons by developing new material or "hybridizing" from 
what we already have. 
 
So, whether it's... 
• a how-to lesson for a meeting,  
• a hands-on workshop at a site 
of your choosing or  
• a multi-part class for a group, 
...we're game!  
 
We can also connect you to one 
or a whole line-up of other 
experts who know how to 
explain how-to. So give us a call 
or send an email to make a date, 
request our list of talks or get a 
referral and list of speakers. 
JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850. Our calendars fill about a year in advance for spring 
weekends, and six months ahead for most other weekends and evenings. So give us some lead 
time. Then we can meet you in your garden. 
 
Steven Nikkila and Janet Macunovich have been digging, shooting and teaching how-to for 22 years.. and they also clean up 

pretty well (above, for son Cory's wedding). They began producing conferences in the early '90s and then ran a gardening 

school for 12 years, featuring expert instructors who knew their stuff in the garden as well as knowing how to get their 

messages across in front of a group. Janet and Steven are glad to help you themselves or refer you to these others to meet your 

group's need. Contact them at JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850 when you want to set up a talk, workshop or class. 

 

Where to catch Janet & Steven in-person: 
 
Saturday morning, February 5. Join Janet as the Detroit Garden 
Center wraps up the Center's 20th Winter Seminar series. 9:00 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m., at Historic Trinity Church, 1345 Gratiot in Detroit, 
around the corner from Eastern Market. $30. Walk-ins welcome. For 

more information or to register, 
call the Detroit Garden Center at 
313-259-6363 or download a 
registration form at 
www.detroitgardencenter.org. 
February 5: All the Best Sense in 
a Garden. Janet gives you a fresh 
look at your garden as a place of 
wonder for ears, skin, nose and 
taste bud. It's how to design and 

tend your garden to have more dimension and fun, even with your eyes shut. 
 
Above: The satin feel of a ginkgo leaf, riffle of a stream, scent of a lily -- you should have them and more in your garden, 

placed and combined to engage all your senses, all year. Learn about it in All the Best Sense in a Garden. 
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Thursday, February 10, 10:00 a.m. - noon, Landscape Ideas: Before-After. Steven Nikkila shares 
good landscaping ideas and how-to by walking you through some of his favorite before-after 
examples. Geared for professional gardeners. At Ray Wiegand's Nursery Wholesale Office, 
Macomb, Michigan. Contact Wiegand's wholesale office at 586-286-3658 for more information.  
 
Saturday, February 12, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. a seminar with Janet and Steven, hosted by the 
Men's Garden Club of Youngstown, Ohio at the Fellows Riverside Gardens of Millcreek Metro 
Parks. Janet will present ideas and design approaches for Entry Gardens and follow up with an 
all-star line up of Great Plants and Combinations, then turn things over to Steven for his 
recommendations of Trees and Shrubs for Small Spaces. For more details and registration 
information go to http://mgcy.org/default.aspx or contact John Kolar at 330-545-2266.  
 
Tuesday evening, February 15. Janet explains and entertains with What the Groundhog Won't 
Tell. This look at gardening folklore, its basis and practical application, takes place at the 
Fremont Area District Library in Fremont, Michigan. Free. No advance registration required. 
Contact Jill Hansen at the library 231-928-0256 
for more details.  
 
Thursday, February 17, 10:00 a.m. - noon, 
Cutting Back the Rambunctious Garden. Janet 
helps sort out the problems of overgrown 
gardens and too-big plants with instructions 
for pruning, growing season cuts on 
herbaceous plants, dividing to keep small, and 
other restraints. Geared for professional 
gardeners. At Ray Wiegand's Nursery 
Wholesale Office, Macomb, Michigan. 
Contact Wiegand's wholesale office at 586-286-
3658 for more information.  
Right: Janet explains the cuts, then guides students' saws to 

keep a Japanese maple small at a Garden By Janet hands-on offshoot of her Rambunctious Garden presentation. 

 
Saturday, February 19, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Janet teaches Flower Gardens. a segment of the 
Michigan State University Master Gardener class. At the Wayne County Extension office, 640 
Temple Street, just a block west of the Masonic Temple theater in Detroit, Michigan. Open to 
the current class of Wayne County Master Gardener candidates plus active Master Gardeners 
looking for a refresher on this topic. Limited seating. Contact Anita Callendar at 734-727-7238 to 
reserve a spot.  
 
Wednesday, February 23, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Pruning Your Trees and Shrubs. Janet helps you learn 

what to prune, when and how in plenty of time to take advantage of two prime pruning 
periods: winter thaws and very early spring. She invites you to "bring  a branch" to get 
specific directions and some hands-on for trimming your own plant. 

    Thursday, February 24, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Gardens for Small Spaces. A hands-on design 
workshop where you can learn and try out Janet's how-to and what to grow for those 
small courtyards, awkward corners and tiny but important beds.  

Take one or both of these classes At Olbrich Botanical Gardens 3330 Atwood Avenue in 
Madison, Wisconsin. For more information, contact the gardens' office at 608-246-4550 or 
copy this URL to your browser bar to read about classes, registration fees and to download 
a registration form: http://www.olbrich.org/education/classes.cfm 
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To attend Garden by Janet sessions: 
 
We're let-me-see, hands-on people. That's how we 
learn best. From time to time there are Garden by 
Janet sessions listed here to afford you that kind of 
chance to grow. You visit us where we're working to 
either watch or work with Janet. Generally, there is 
no charge and we're in one of two kinds of locations: 
 
1) At the gardens we tend through our business, 
Perennial Favorites: Our clients understand our 
enthusiasm for teaching. Some open their gardens to 
small groups who want to see and practice "how to." 
When the work we're scheduled to do may be of 
interest to you, we invite you in. 
 
2) In the Detroit Zoo, Adopt-A-Garden program 
where we're 22-year veterans. Many people have 
worked with us there, some for a day and others for 
years. We have fun, we learn, we accomplish much. 
You can check out this program by coming in as my 
student on a temporary pass. To join Janet at the 
Zoo, email mstgarden@gmail.com with the subject 
line of your email "Help at zoo." 

Friday, February 25, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m., Janet presents Renovating the Older Landscape, Part 2: 
the nitty gritty how-to for making your landscape dreams come true. 
Attend one or both sessions. Presented by the Meadow Brook Hall Garden Club in Rochester, 
Michigan at Meadow Brook Hall. (Take Meadow Brook Rd. west from Adams south of Walton 
rd., and follow signs). $5 per session to non-members. No advance registration required. 
 
Monday, February 21, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools! 
We'll be pruning to shape and control two ornamental trees to keep them healthy, attractive 
and in proportion to the small spaces they occupy. Waterford and Orchard Lake, Michigan. 
Email or call (JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850) to reserve a spot and learn the location. 
Include your phone number so we can call you as the date approaches, in case weather changes 
the plan. This is a limited-space workshop.  
 
Tool Cleaning party. Bring your tools, 
learn how to clean and sharpen them, 
then set a spell among good company 
and put those tools in order!  
We're co-hosting parties this year with friends and 

fellow educators Celia Ryker, Sue Shuttleworth, 

Deb Hall and the Detroit Garden Center. Details 

vary but expect to chip in about $5 toward 
supplies. Email or call Janet and Steven to reserve 

a spot and receive location details. 

Sunday, February 6, 1 - 3 p.m. in 
Ortonville, Michigan 

Sunday, February 13, 1 - 3 p.m. in 
Milford, Michigan 

Sunday, February 20, 1 - 3 p.m. in 
Troy, Michigan Closed: Session filled. 

Sunday, February 27, 1 - 3 p.m. in 
Detroit near the old Michigan 
Central train depot 

 
Save the date for these events 
coming up in March -- details in 
upcoming issues:  

March 1, Tuesday, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., 
Janet's presenting 8 Months of 
Color at the Howell Carnegie 
District Library in Howell, Michigan. Free. 

March 7, Monday, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., help from Janet about Gardening in Small Spaces at the 
Northville Library in Northville, Michigan. Free. 

March 10, Thursday, 7:30 p.m., join Janet for Canned Goods: Container Gardens at the 
Farmington, Michigan Hill and Dale Garden club meeting in Heritage Park's Spicer 
House. 

March 12, Saturday, 10:00 - 2:00 p.m., Garden by Janet - Making wattle fencing. Open to MSU 
Extension Education Center Tollgate Farm volunteers. Novi, Michigan. 

March 12, Saturday, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Free range Q&A. You bring the topics to Gardenviews 
Store in Northville, Michigan. Janet helps you with the answers. Free. 

March 14, Monday, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Great Plants and Combinations by Janet at the Lathrup 
Village Gardeneers meeting at Lathrup Village City Hall, 27400 Southfield Road, Lathrup 
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Village, Michigan. Refreshments, raffle, educational exhibits, too. Voluntary $5 
contribution asked of non-members. 

March 15 & 16, Tuesday and Wednesday, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., a two-part, come to one or both 
presentation by Janet to help you Get Your Garden Ready for Spring. Open to residents of 
Rochester and Rochester Hills and their guests, at the Rochester Hills Public Library in 
Rochester, Michigan. 

March 17, Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., Janet's advice for a Low Maintenance Landscape at the 
Waterford Township Library in Waterford, Michigan. Free. 

March 19, Saturday, start your day of learning at the 2011 Taylor Conservatory Growing 
Great Gardens symposium with Janet's take on Edible Landscapes. Symposium is 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. in Taylor, Michigan. 

March 19, Saturday, Janet's part of the afternoon sessions at the 12th Annual spring education 
seminar hosted by the Allen County Master Gardeners in Lima, Ohio. 

March 24, Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., Janet's recipe for More Color, More Fun at the Waterford 
Township Library in Waterford, Michigan. Free. 

March 26, Saturday, Janet's at the Huron County Master Gardeners' Spring Into Gardening 
Day in Ubly, Michigan. 

Garden By Janet opportunities in Michigan and Massachusetts. Watch here for details. 
 
 

Time to garden your walls... 
 
Steven's decorated many walls with great garden 
and Nature images. He can help you do the same 
with photos that capture the garden beauty you 
love, framed or on canvas to your specifications. 
 
You can own any of Steven's images from What's 
Coming Up.* Or if you have a flower, type of 
scene or hue in mind, request your dream. His 
library includes tens of thousands of plants and 
natural images, so Steven can assemble a 
customized photo sampler and price list for you.  
Email us at JMaxGarden@aol.com for details, to 
request a sampler or to place an order. 
 
 
Prices for Steven's garden art vary with your 
wishes in format and size. Examples: 
 
Matted, framed, overall 11 x 15",  $48 
36 x 48' no-fade cloth tapestry,  $215 

 
 
*Images in our newsletter are depicted in low- resolution to 

facilitate e-mail transmission. Steven's originals and art created 

from them are full resolution, with so much clear detail they are 

sharp even as wall-size cloth banners. 
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Support our work! Add friends to our mail list, or buy them our publications: 

 
Designing Your Gardens and Landscape  
First published in 1990 as Easy Garden Design, a 150-page step-by-step recipe that's become a design classic. Janet 
developed, uses and has trained thousands of others to use this process. People say: "This is exactly the simple, clear 
approach I need!" This design process is applicable world-wide. 

Soft cover, spiral bound. B&W illustrations by Janet. $19.00 

Caring for Perennials  
Janet's unique approach to perennial care how-to, the real-time story of one bed from early spring to 

season's end. The 180 engaging and fact-filled pages make you part of all Janet does and you might 
ever need to do in each task's appropriate season and sequence. Includes a chart of what to do, when 

for 70 top perennials. Advice in this book is applicable in all of temperate U.S. and Canada. The perennial chart includes a 
key to adapt its timing for far southern or northern edges of that range. 

Soft cover book. Text by Janet Macunovich. Color illustrations by Steven Nikkila. $20.00 

Asking About Asters CD.  
A digital library of six years of Janet's work: weekly columns, newsletters and over 200 extra Q&A letters to individual 
gardeners. 1,681 questions answered about soil preparation, fertilizing, pruning, design, choosing plants, foiling bugs and 
much more. No repeated topics. Fully indexed; the entire collection can be searched from one index. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Potting Up Perennials CD. New for 2010 
Practical, beautiful answers about perennials and all kinds of flowers, trees, shrubs, design, pruning and much more is in 

this collection of 2009 & 2010's What's Coming Up. Includes 101 issues with over 1,700 pages, 1,600 articles and 2,400 
images. Has a comprehensive index with how-to guide so you can search for any topic or detail in any of the 101 issues. 
Bonus on this CD: Steven Nikkila's Daydream Screen Saver, 74 of his most vivid works from gardens and nature. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Janet & Steven's complete digital library New for 2010 
                          Set of two CDs: Asking About Asters and Potting Up Perennials. $30.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees* 
A choice collection of Janet and Steven's advice for tree selection, planting and care. Each article made its debut in 
Michigan Gardener magazine and has been on hold since, awaiting completion of its fellows until this 
comprehensive compilation became possible. Topics include: Selecting trees; fall color; what's happening to ash 
trees; replacing a big tree; descriptions, lists and photos of great trees; why starting small is a good idea when 
planting; planting how-to, why's and why not's; staking, watering and fertilizing; mulching; rescuing a tree from 

the lawn; preventing construction damage; pruning to keep trees and shrubs small; removing suckers; detecting 
girdling roots; and dealing with maple tar spot and lecanium scale.  
10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas* 
Janet and Steven's favorite articles on landscape design and renovation: Designing with foliage color; covering up after 
the bulb season; doubling up perennials for 3-season color; shady solutions; using usual plants in unusual ways; 

designing hypo-allergenic gardens; Murphy's Laws applied to gardens; renovation how-to; fragrant plants and designs; 
attracting wildlife; rockwork; invasive plants; discovering a site's hidden assets; using herbs in a landscape; and how to 
cheat to improve a garden quickly. These articles appeared first in Michigan Gardener magazine individually between 
1999 and 2010. Now they're collected in this set for your design library. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pp. Color Ill.'s. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care* 
Vital how-to for tending a garden, from Janet and Steven's favorite articles on: bed 
preparation; soil testing; making a weed-free bed; spring start-up; improving hard-packed soil; fertilizing; 
watering; cutting back and deadheading; repairing irrigation; drought-tolerant plants; sharpening tools; tweaking in 
summer; staking; and the art of fall garden clean up. Items in this collection were selected from among Janet and 
Steven's ten years of Michigan Gardener articles. Each made its debut in that magazine, waited for its companion 
pieces and now they all join your library in this more durable and comprehensive form. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care * 
                                    Set of three 10" x 13" magazines, 48 pages each. $30.00 

 
                             *For a look inside, email JMaxGarden@aol.com with the subject line "Magazine peek." 
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Shipping and handling 

1-3 CDs $4 
1-3 Magazines or 1 set of 3   $6 
Each book $4 
Larger orders: Inquire via email 

     to JMaxGarden@aol.com 
Outside U.S.: Compute shipping 
     as above, then multiply x 1.5 

Please print, complete and mail this order form with your check to purchase any of our 
CDs, journals, books or discount sets: 
 
Your name:   

Mailing address   

   

Email or phone where we may reach you if there are questions:    

Special instructions (re: autograph you would like or delivery to different locations): 
   
 
CDs 

Asking About Asters Special Edition 6-book CD qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 
Potting Up Perennials CD, all of What's Coming Up  
      from 2009-2010, with Daydream screen saver qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 

Books 

Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes qty._____ @ $19.00 each =$________ 
Caring for Perennials qty._____ @ $20.00 each =$________ 

Magazines: 48-pages of our articles on one topic; full color, oversized pages, soft cover 
Janet and Steven give you: Trees qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 

Special discount sets: (save up to $6 over individual prices) 
Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care  qty._____ set @ $30.00 = ________ 
Asking About Asters CD and Potting Up Perennials CD qty._____ set @ $30.00 =________ 

 
Total your order 

A. Total of items ordered above $________ 
 
B. Michigan residents must add 6% sales tax $________ 
 
C. Shipping and handling (See below)  $________ 
 

D. Grand total A+B+C  Total enclosed $________ 
  Make foreign checks "payable in U.S. funds" 
 Make checks payable to Janet Macunovich. 
 Mail to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041 
 

 
Satisfaction guaranteed: If you are not thoroughly delighted, you may 

return your order within thirty days of receipt for a full refund of your 

purchase price minus any shipping and handling. 
 
We accept orders by mail with check or money order, and in-person 

orders any time you come to one of our educational events or hands-
on gardening session. 

 

Still FREE: 

Our What's 

Coming Up  
e-newsletter.  
 

Pages and pages  

of timely 

garden how-to 

every week!  
 

Email JMaxGarden@aol.com to 
join the mailing list. 


